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GUIDANCE DRUGS, ALCOHOL AND TOBACCO EDUCATION

EFFECTIVE DATE: MAY 2025

Introduction

Queen Elizabeth’s High School considers it to be its duty to inform and educate students on the consequences of
substance use and misuse. It is considered essential to arm students with up-to-date information and skills to assess
and resist the risks to their health of drug taking. In this context the term drug encompasses prescribed medicines,
legal drugs e.g. alcohol, tobacco, illegal drugs and legal highs. This acknowledges and conforms with the general
ethos of the School and the rationale as outlined in the PSHE, Citizenship and Health Education policies.

This guidance acknowledges the advice and guidance as outlined in ‘Drugs: Guidance for Schools’ (DfES-2004) and
DfE and ACPO drug advice for schools 2012.

Aims
The aims of this guidance are:
e To provide students with accurate and up to date information about substances
e Toincrease understanding about the implications and possible consequences of substance use and misuse
i.e. effects, risks and legal aspects of drug taking
e To enable students to make healthy and informed choices
e To provide students with the necessary help and support mechanisms

Implementation

Drugs, alcohol and tobacco education at QEHS is delivered both through designated National Curriculum subjects
and as part of a planned PSHE programme. Years 9, 10, 11, 12 and 13 receive specific advice through the PSHE
programmes. A teacher is always present when visitors and outside agencies are working with students. In addition,
a variety of resources has been developed within school and we always look for opportunities to invite outside
speakers to come in and present different themes. (Stay safe partnership, Risky behaviour workshops).

This approach provides a sound foundation and facilitates progression and continuity and allows for relevant
knowledge, attitudes and skills gained in the Curriculum areas to be supplemented and reinforced.

This represents only the statutory minimum for schools. Other National Curriculum subjects also offer opportunities
to cover aspects and further provision occurs as part of the integrated programme of PSHE, in particular that area
pertaining to preventive health education.

Dealing with drug related incidents

QEHS is committed to tackling substance misuse and instances of actual and/or intended possession, use or supply
of illegal substances on school premises is dealt with very seriously. The standard procedure for situations where
unauthorised drugs are discovered on school premises (or whilst on a school trip) e.g. alcohol, tobacco or any illegal
drugs at any time, will always be investigated thoroughly ensuring that student welfare is our main priority.

Unauthorised drugs will be confiscated and the police informed when dealing with banned substances. They may
direct us to confiscate and destroy or store them, and only legal drugs will be returned to parents.

County Lines is where illegal drugs are transported from one area to another, often across police and local authority
boundaries (although not exclusively), usually by children or vulnerable people who are coerced into it by gangs.
The ‘County Line’ is the mobile phone line used to take the orders of drugs. Importing areas (areas where the drugs
are taken to) are reporting increased levels of violence and weapons-related crimes as a result of this trend.
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School staff have received training on ‘County Lines’.
Involving parents/guardians and dealing with complaints

Schools are not required to inform parents before a search takes place or to seek their consent to search their child.
There is no legal requirement to make or keep a record of a search. The school would normally inform the individual
student’s parents or guardians where alcohol, illegal drugs or potentially harmful substances are found, though
there is no legal requirement to do so.

The following guidance is referred to: DfE - Searching Screening and Confiscation guidance July 2022
Complaints about searching should be dealt with through the normal school complaints procedure.

If any drug related incidents should occur, the safety and wellbeing of the child will always be the overriding concern.
There may be interest in drug related incidents by the media. A member of the Leadership Group will respond to
any media questions. Confidentiality of students will be a priority.

Controlled drugs

In taking temporary possession and disposing of suspected controlled drugs schools are advised to:

e Ensure that a second adult witness is present throughout

e Seal the sample in a plastic bag and include details of the date and time of the seizure/find and witness
present

e Storeitinasecure location, such as a safe or other lockable container with access limited to senior members
of staff

e Notify the police without delay, who will collect it and then store or dispose of it in line with locally agreed
protocols. The law does not require a school to divulge to the police the name of the student from whom
the drugs were taken but it is advisable to do so

e Record full details of the incident, including the police incident reference number

e Inform parents/guardians, unless this is not in the best interests of the student

e Identify any safeguarding concerns and develop a support and disciplinary response

The designated, senior member of staff with responsibility for this guidance is Mr Allan, Deputy Headteacher.

The School will consider each substance incident individually and take appropriate action as deemed necessary. A
variety of responses will be required. The entire circumstances and subsequent consequences are considered
carefully before action is taken. Other students may be requested to provide witness statements.

The School may take the following action(s)

e The student will be seen by the Head of Year and a member of the Leadership Group

e Parents/guardians are to be informed by the Headteacher or designated Senior Leader

e Parents/guardians and Headteacher are to meet for discussion

e Appropriate support, advice and counselling are to be given

e Other agencies may be contacted i.e. referral to we are with you, education welfare, local health, social
services and police

e The School Rules make it clear that possession, taking, offering to supply or supplying illegal substances may
lead to temporary or permanent exclusion from school

Parents/guardians are encouraged to approach the school to discuss issues or to share concerns regarding such
issues.
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