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POLICY NAME SCHOOL BEHAVIOUR – SIXTH FORM 

POLICY REF: QEHSP04a 

EFFECTIVE DATE: JANUARY 2026 

 
 

The rules and procedures contained here are in addition to, not instead of, the general school rules. All students 
and parents/guardians sign a Sixth Form contract at the start of Year 12 either on paper or virtually via a Google 
Form; this outlines the expectations that the Sixth Form has of its students. The majority of Sixth Form students 
respond positively to the expectations, freedoms and responsibilities of Sixth Form and consequently enjoy success 
and move on to fulfil their potential. Some students struggle to cope with the Sixth Form experience and this policy 
outlines the procedures that the Sixth Form Leadership Team will implement in order to support these students.   
 
ACADEMIC WORK 
 
Student progress and attainment is regularly reviewed against ALIS grades and discussed by subject teachers, 
culminating in a grade card or formal report. If a student’s engagement with their learning or their progress is a 
concern, they will be supported by the individual department the concern is in or have timetabled study support 
periods added to their timetable. 
 
Timetabled Lessons 
We do not expect students to progress from a fully timetabled curriculum in Year 11 to a higher level of autonomy 
in Sixth Form in a single step and therefore we retain a degree of structure. By the time our students leave us for 
university and employment, we want them to have learnt how to plan and use their own time well. For these 
reasons we maintain compulsory lessons in Years 12 and 13.  
 
In the case of staff absences, students are expected to complete set work on site in their normal teaching room; 
attendance will be recorded in these cases. 
 
Independent Learning  
 
There is no such thing as a ‘free’ in QEHS Sixth Form. During the school day, when students are not taking part in a 
timetabled lesson, we expect them to complete quiet or collaborative independent learning in our Sixth Form study 
zones. Independent learning should not be seen as ‘free’ time or as being less important than timetabled lessons. 
Study in the Sixth Form is about much more than completing what is set. Rather, it is an opportunity to prepare for 
future learning, to consolidate learning, to complete subject learning and NEA tasks, to conduct reading, research 
and to revise. It is important that students do not squander their independent learning time or make it difficult for 
others to complete their work. The Sixth Form Team will intervene where students find it difficult to plan and use 
this time maturely and a persistent failure to work diligently during these periods is taken as a disciplinary breach.  
 
Supervised Study Sessions 
 
The need for study support will be triggered by subject staff reporting causes for concern in areas such as 
attendance to lessons, quality of work and assessment outcomes. For students who appear to be struggling to 
manage their independent learning, a number of compulsory study support sessions will be added to their 
timetable. Students are expected to take responsibility for their supervised study periods and to plan their work to 
make best use of each one. 
 
The requirement for study during the school day is balanced against a break and lunchtime for relaxation and 
Wednesday afternoons, which are protected time for the Leadership and Enrichment Programme. In maintaining 
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an appropriate work-life balance, students who use their independent learning time wisely are demonstrably better 
equipped to pursue a much more active social life in the evenings and weekends. 
 
Sixth Form Study Zones 
 
Students have a number of places to study in school including some practical departments (Art, Technology, Sport, 
Music etc) that have areas made available for Sixth Form students to study. 
 
The Sixth Form Hall is a great zone for study that involves discussion and group work. In addition, College House 
Study Rooms provide quiet spaces for study, with computers, printing and photocopying facilities available. Sixth 
Form students must comply with the expectations for quiet and focussed study in these zones and must co-operate 
fully with staff and other school users at all times. 
 
Examination Entries 
 
Students can expect the school to pay for their initial examination entry in a subject provided that they have 
conformed to the expectations of their course of study.  This includes : 

• Full attendance at lessons and internal examinations unless absent for a genuine reason – students 
whose attendance falls below 95% (not including official study leave) in a particular subject will not 
normally be entered for exams in that subject. However, each case will be looked at according to its 
merits and the Sixth Form Leadership team will be the final arbiter regarding exam entry. 

• The satisfactory completion of work set by their subject teachers. 
 
UCAS Grades 
 
UCAS predicted grades are an important part of the application process for higher education, apprenticeships and 
employment. QEHS adopts a consistent and evidence-based approach to UCAS predicted grades, which ensures 
that predictions are both aspirational and achievable and a true reflection of each student’s ability and potential. 
QEHS subject leads will provide UCAS predicted grades for all students in Year 13 to support these applications, so 
that universities and employers are best able to assess students’ potential and suitability for their chosen courses 
or job roles.  
 
UCAS predicted grades are made at the beginning of Year 13 and are based on the internal Year 12 Exams that take 
place in Term 6. As competition for university places is fierce, it is vital that students achieve as highly as possible 
in these exams. Students who wish to appeal against their predicted grades must follow the Predicted Grades 
Appeals procedure. 
 
CONDUCT 
 
Sixth Form students are role models for younger students and are expected to conduct themselves as such. Should 
students not conduct themselves in an appropriate manner then a verbal reprimand should be sufficient warning.  
Should poor conduct persist, the Sixth Form team will apply sanctions as appropriate. 
 
Dress Code 
 
The purpose of the Sixth Form Dress Code is to ensure a complementary alignment with the smart appearance of 
the lower school years whilst at the same time be inclusive and reflect our high expectations in all aspects of student 
life. In light of their senior position within the school, our Sixth Form students do not have a uniform bearing the 
school logo, but are expected to wear formal business dress, suitable for a professional working and learning 
environment and would be appropriate for future job interviews. 
 
 
Business Style Suits 
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All students are expected to wear a suit jacket or blazer either as part of a business suit or with formal dress / skirt 
/ trousers. Suit jackets and blazers must be worn at all times unless permission has been given to remove them. 
 
Students should wear a combination of the following formal dress items :   

• Matching or complementary business style jacket  

• Tailored trousers  

• Dress or skirt (with a minimum length that falls well below the student’s fingertips).   
 
Further Guidance  

• Plain or patterned collared shirt (short or long sleeved) may be worn but always with a tie  

• Plain or patterned blouse top (short or long sleeved) 

• Jumpers may be worn with a suit but must be round, V-necked and plain, and are not a substitute for a 
jacket/blazer 

• Matching or complementary waistcoats worn under the suit jacket are also permitted 
 

Tights and Socks 

• If worn, tights should be plain, dark or neutral and should not have holes or rips 

• Socks should be worn and be white or dark in colour 
 
Shoes 

• Smart leather or suede shoes suitable for an office setting 
 
Jewellery and Hair 

• Jewellery should not be excessive 

• Hair should be kept tidy with no extreme styles. Dyed hair must be within a natural colour range 
 
The following should not be worn : 

• Coats instead of a jacket/blazer 

• T-shirts and tops with slogans 

• Crop tops, excessively tight tops, low neckline or vest style tops 

• Strappy tops and shirts that reveal the midriff or any ‘underwear’ style tops 

• Hoodies, jumpers with a zip neckline or sportswear sweat tops 

• Shorts, short skirts and short dresses  

• Denim, combat, cargo, corduroy or jean-type trousers are not considered business dress 

• Transparent garments 

• Leg warmers 

• Trainers, canvas style shoes, flip flops, beach crocs or sandals 

• Nose, lip, tongue or brow studs - clear/flesh coloured retainer to be worn only 

• Non-natural hair colour tones and/or extreme styling 
 
Dress Code Infringements 
 
In the event of any transgression, students will be reminded of the dress code expectations and be given words of 
advice and time to rectify the matter. Students will be asked to adjust their dress and in some circumstances, asked 
to go home to change and return promptly.  If this is not possible, students will be expected to return the next day 
conforming to the dress code. Access to learning at QEHS is dependent on student compliance with the expectations 
clearly explained. Students should accept that choosing to dress inappropriately puts them at risk of a consequential 
loss of learning time. There are sanctions in place for such situations. 
 
The Sixth Form Team will be the final arbiter of what constitutes smart appearance and it is expected that students 
will appreciate this and comply with their wishes. 
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Electronic Devices 
  
We discourage students from bringing expensive items of personal electronic equipment to school because of 
difficulties in maintaining security. If a student does bring these to school, they do so at their own risk. 
 
Generally, students must have mobile phones switched to silent or off whilst they are on the school site, unless in 
College House. If a student needs to use their phone as part of a lesson, they should request permission from the 
staff member first. Students should make calls and send texts outside of lesson time in College House. 
 
If a student wishes to bring in their own device for school work such as a phone, iPad, or laptop for example, these 
can be used for school work only around school during their Independent Study Periods in the designated areas. If 
a student wishes to make use of the schools Wi-Fi network, they must complete the appropriate ICT form for Wi-Fi 
access. 
 
Devices that are being used for musical entertainment only may be used in Sixth Form social areas such as LSH 
during break, lunch and before or after school only and should not be used in corridors, classrooms or outside areas 
at any time. 
 
Students should not walk around school with headphones on display during the school day, but may make use of 
headphones to access podcasts, music conducive to work etc whilst sat in study areas during Independent Study. 
Any student where it is felt this is detrimental to their study can be asked to remove their headphones.  
 
Students who persistently are not able to follow these rules, despite reminders will be dealt with by the Sixth Form 
Leadership Team through the school sanctions process. 
 
Cars 
 
Students are not allowed to give lifts to other students when they are involved in school activities. This covers the 
school day from 08.45 to 12.35 and 13.30 to 15.35 and after school activities sponsored by the school outside these 
hours. The school, of course, takes no responsibility for any ‘lifts’ which may be given in or outside these ‘school’ 
hours. 
 
Car Parking 
 
Students that pre-purchase a parking permit are allowed to park in a designated Sixth Form area of the school site 
adjacent to College House. There are a limited numbers of permits and priority is given on a needs basis, and then 
first come first served.  Any incidents of careless or dangerous driving on the site should be reported to the Sixth 
Form Leadership Team and will be sanctioned as appropriate. Students who park without a permit will be required 
to remove their car from the site and will be subject to school sanctions.  Application forms are available from the 
Sixth Form or via a Google Form, termly. 
 
 
 
 
 

Approved by: Governing Board (Welfare Committee) 

Date: Jan 2026 

Responsible Person: NMA/EJW 

Review frequency: Annually 
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